
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE MUSICAL TIMES.— August 1, 1865. 



117 



The execution of this Opera throughout was in the highest degree 
satisfactory. Madlle. Lucca was an excellent Selika, singing with 
an earnestness that made every phrase tell with the audience ; and 
Inez found an able representative in Madlle. Fioretti. Signor 
"Wachtel has proved himself a genuine artist by his acting and sing- 
ing in Vctsco di Gama. With many temptations to force his voice. 
he was always true to the situation, using only his high notes when 
power was legitimately required. Signor Graziani, too, in the 
thankless part of Nelusko, made the utmost of every opportunity 
afforded him by the composer ; and Signori Attri, Polonini, 
Schmid and Tagliafico, in the less important parts, gave the utmost 
effect to the concerted music. The Opera was a decided success 
■with the audience; but we have doubts whether V Africaine, with 
its many points of attraction, and its many drawbacks, will take as 
permanent a hold of the public as those which have already made 
the name of Meyerbeer so popular. 



MR. HENRY LESLIE'S CHOIR. 

The last Subscription Concert of the present season was given at 
St. James's Hall on the 29th of June. Amongst the choral music, 
Mendelssohn's Psalm for an eight-part choir, " Judge me, God," 
was conspicuous for its faultless execution ; and the fine old madri- 
gals, for the interpretation of which this Choir has always been 
celebrated, produced the effect which such genuine specimens of a 
real school of writing must always do. Encores were numerous 
during the evening, Mr. Henry Leslie's excellent Part-song, 
"Awake, awake," and Mr. Henry Smart's " Lady, rise," one of the 
best of the very many melodious Part-songs he has written, being 
rc-demanded by universal consent. The same compliment was paid 
to Pearsall's madrigal, " Lay a garland," which although not equal 
in flavour to the true old English compositions which we have 
mentioned above, is an exceedingly meritorious and musician-like 
composition. The vocal solos were entrusted to Madame Lemmens- 
Sherrington and Mr. Cummings ; and the instrumentalists were 
Madame Goddard (pianoforte) and Signor Piatti (violoncello). 



A Concert on behalf of Signor Giuglini, who we regret to say is 
still unable to fulfil his professional duties, was given at the 
Hanover-square Rooms on the 1st ult., when a number of well- 
known artists — amongst whom we are glad to record the name of 
Madame Grisi— contributed their valuable aid to the cause. The 
programme, with the exception of a pianoforte solo by Madame 
Goddard, and a violoncello fantasia by Signor Piatti, was entirely 
composed of vocal music. The performance afforded the utmost satis- 
faction to the audience ; and we have every hope that, as the concert 
was under the most distinguished patronage, a handsome sum will 
be realized for the benefit of an artist who has been so long and 
deservedly a favorite with the public. 

A Concert was given on the 4th ult., at the Hanover-square 
Rooms, by the Mesdesmoiselles Van Der Beek. The harp playing 
of Madlle. Stephanie Van Der Beek was much admired, and Madlle. 
Celestine's powers as a pianist were tested in two solos and in a 
harp and violin duet with her sister. Mesdesmoiselles Sidonia and 
Virginie Der Beek, the former as soprano and the latter as contralto, 
gave several vocal pieces with much effect. The concert was under 
the patronage of the Belgian Minister, and was well attended. 

Signor Gustave Garcia and Mr. Walter Bache gave a concert at 
Messrs. Collard's Rooms on the 4th ult. Mr. Bache is a pianist of 
much promise; and his appeal to the public in Mendelssohn's 
"Variations se'rieuses " and in Liszt's Duo for two Pianofortes, 
" Les Preludes " (arranged from the "Poeme Symphonique," for 
the orchestra, by the author), showed very excellent and varied 
powers, and he received much and well deserved applause. Signor 
Garcia was very successful in his vocal solos. The concert-givers 
were assisted by Mr. Henry Blagrove (violin), Herr Damireuther 
(pianoforte), Mons. Paque (violoncello), and Mr. John Cheshire 
(harp) ; and in the vocal department by Miss Rose Hersee and 
Mr. W. H. Cummings. 

At an interesting Concert, given by the pupils of the Royal 
Academy of Music, at the Institution, Tent erden -street, on the 
10th ult., the prize medals were distributed by the Duchess Dowager 
of Cleveland. As it was announced that these prizes were given 
solely according to the number of marks obtained by the students 
during the year, no idea of any favoritism in the selection of the 
recipients could for a moment be entertained. The silver medals 
were awarded to Miss Adelheid Kinkel and Mr. Willian C. Dew- 
berry ; and the bronze ones to Miss Emma Buer and Mr. Arthur Fox. 

As extra concert was given by Mr. Henry Leslie's choir on the 
13th ult., for the "benefit of a member of the choir who has 
suffered from misfortune." A very excellent programme was 
provided ; containing, in addition to some of the specimens best 
calculated to display the sterling qualities of the choir, a number of 
effective vocal solos. The concert was well attended; and we have 
every hope that the laudable object of the performance will be 
attended with the most satisfactory results. 

A Vocal and Instrumental Concert was given at the City Gospel 
Hall, Brackiey Street, Golden Lane, Barbican, E.C., on the 25th ult., 
in aid of the Sick and Distress Fund. The programme consisted of 
anthems, choruses, &c. Among the pieces that were deservedly 
encored we may notice " Where Autumn Winds," " The Song 
of the Emigrant, 1 ' and the " Laughing Chorus." The principal 
vocalists were Misses Lamb, Stent, Buckett, and Clarke; and 
Messrs. Buckett and F. Fox. Harmonium, Mr. James ,W. Martin. 
Conductor, Mr. J. A. Drage. 

A Concert was given at Exeter Hall on the 19th ult., by the 
Choir trained by Mr. W. H. Davies at the Wardour Chapel School- 
rooms. Soho, in which the utmost efficiency was exhibited in several 



sacred and secular compositions. The concert appeared to give the 
highest satisfaction ; and great credit is due to Mr. Davies for his 
exertions in bringing his Choir to its present state of discipline. 
Miss E. Stirling presided at the pianoforte. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

A Professional. — The information you require is to be found in the 
Musical Directory, published by Rudall, Rose, Carte, and Co., 
Charing -cross. 

A Student. — The point raised by our correspondent is certainly one of 
interest. Albrechtsberger, like many other theorists, seems desirous 
of omitting the augmented third from his table of intervals ; but 
evidently feels compelled to give it in its proper place amongst the 
dissonances. The omission of this interval is still more extra- 
ordinary, as he admits, and illustrates by example, its inversion, the 
diminished sixth. Mr. Goss, in his " Introduction to Harmony and 
Thorovgh-bass" is at least more logical, for he denies both. 

Thomas Timmins. — The question is one often asked by those who either 
do not study the theory of music at all, or who advance just far 
enough to get confused. Certainly F double sharp "falls on G 
natural" on the keys of the pianoforte ; but so also does JJ sharp fall 
upon Efiat. Harmony should be studied on the lines of the staff. 
As our correspojidenVs thewetical knowledge advances, he will per- 
ceive tlutt chords, which are named from the intervals they contain, 
must be perfectly tmintelligible unless every such interval be correctly 
calculated. To take a familiar instance, the Dominant harmony in 
G sharp minor must be D sharp, F double sharp, and A sharp. The 
merest tyro must see why G natural could not here be substituted for 
F double sharp. 



Brief Ssumwarg of Country Jietoss* 

We do not hold ourselves responsible for any opinions expressed in this 
Summary ; as all the notices are either collated from the local 2>aper$, or 
supplied to us by occasional correspondents. 

Birkenshaw (near Leeds). — A grand Concert was given in the 
Temperance Hall on Saturday evening, the 22nd ult. The instru- 
mentalists of the Cleckheaton Philharmonic Society gave their ser- 
vices, and under the leadership of Mr. Matthew Arnold, of Leeds, 
performed several selections in a very creditable manner. An 
efficient glee party was also present. 

Brighton.— On Tuesday evening, the 27th of June, a Concert was 
given by the Glee and Madrigal Union, in the Windsor Rooms. 
The Concert was most successful, nearly all the pieces being 
encored ; amongst others, " The Hardy Norseman," " By Celia's 
Arbour," u Blow, gentle gales," and also several solos by the mem- 
bers of the Union. 

Dokoaster.— The second Festival of the Doncaster Choral Union 
took place on the 6th June, in St. George's Church. The music 
sung on the occasion was admirably suited for testing the efficiency 
of rural choirs in that simple, but effective, style of composition, so 
little cultivated by the choristers of large and populous towns. 
Several of the hymns were rescued from oblivion by the enthusiastic 
researches of the accomplished Secretary to the Union, the Rev. II. 
Flectures Sheppard, M.A. ; and some were most ably harmonised 
by Mr. Sheppard himself. Tallis's music was used for the versiclcs 
and responses ; and the Anthem in the morning was Dr. Boyce's 
" Great and marvellous are thy works." The evening Anthem was 
composed for the occasion by the Rev. H. F. Sheppard, the words 
taken from the 89th Psalm, the 5th, Gth, 7th, and 9th verses. The 
melody is simple and pleasing, and the harmony full and effective. 

Dublin.— Master Willie Pape gave a pianoforte performance in 
the Grand Concert Hall of the Exhibition on the 3rd ult. Hcplayed 
on Kirkman's grand piano, exhibited by Messrs. Pigot. The pro- 
gramme included Thalberg's " Mos'e in Egitto " and k - Home, sweet 
home," and a Fantasia by Prudent, in all which pieces he displayed 
those high qualities as a pianist which have gained for him an ex- 
tensive and deserved popularity. An organ recital, by Dr. Stewart, 
afterwards took place, which was highly successful ; and later in 
the evening Mr. Fletcher Baker gave a pianoforte performance, 
which afforded much pleasure to a very large audience. 

Dunedin (Otago).— The Dunedin Philharmonic Society gave its 
first concert for the season on the 5th April, at St. George's Hall, 
Stewart -street, under the direction of Mr. George R. West. The 
Oratorio selected for the occasion was Handel's Samson, and 
although the orchestral accompaniments were somewhat weak, the 
work was listened to with the utmost interest by the audience. 

Great Stanmore (Middlesex).— A Vocal and Instrumental 
Concert was given at this place on the 20th ult., under the patronage 
of the Rev. L. J. Bernays. The chorus numbered 30 voices, assisted 
by the Barnet Militia Band. The programme consisted of anthems, 
choruses, glees, part-songs, &c. The principal vocalists were Misses 
Davies, Buckett, and Stent; and Messrs. Linglcy, Fox, and W. S. 
Young. Mr. J. A. Drage conducted. 

Hereford. —-The Festival of the Herefordshire Choral Union took 
place on the 21st ult., in the Cathedral. The service was intoned 
throughout by the Rev. G. Custance. In the chanting of the Psalms 
and Canticles a new feature in the disposition of the singers was 
introduced. Hitherto the chanting has been taken up alternately by 
Decani and Cantoris— that is, from North to South; but on 'this 
occasion Decani was contained within the Choir, and Cantoris in the 
transepts and nave ; the alternation being rendered by all the voices 
of the former singing one verse, and all those of the latter the other. 
The effect of this alteration was remarkably good. Mr. G. Towns- 
heud Smith presided at the organ with his usual well-known ability. 



